PTOMAINE-----PUBLIC PROSECUTOR.

is more commonly known by the Arabic title
Almagest. His system, founded on the ap-
parent movements of the heavenly bodies,
and which is still known by his name, was
only superseded by that of Copernicus. See
Ptolemaic System, Astronomy.

Ptomaine (t5'ma-in), one of a class of
alkaloids or organic bases, which are gener-
ated in the body during putrefaction, during
morbid conditions prior to death, and even,
it is said, during normal healthy conditions
of life. Some of them are highly poisonous,
and in their action may even resemble
strychnine.

Puberty, the period in both male and
female marked by the functional develop-
ment of the generative system. In males
it usually takes place between the ages of
thirteen and sixteen; in females somewhat
earlier; and, as a rule, in very warm cli-
mates puberty is reached somewhat sooner
than elsewhere. In males puberty is marked
externally by the deepening of the voice, the
first appearance of the beard, greater firm-
ness, fulness of body, &c.; in females, by the
enlargement of the breasts and by the
general rounding out of the frame, and most
unequivocally of all by the commencement
of menstruation,

Publicans, PUBLICANI (from pullicus,
belonging to the state), the farmers of the
taxes levied in the territories of ancient
Borne. Naturally they belonged to the
wealthier classes, and were from their func-
tions unpopular. Far more unpopular were
the subordinates whom they employed to
collect the taxes for them. In Palestine,
from the strong spirit of nationality among
the Jews, many of whom denied the law-
fulness of paying tribute, these were specially
obnoxious as the agents of the foreign rulers.
To this detested class, and not to the publi-
cani proper, the 'publicans' of the New
Testament belonged generally.

Public Health Acts, certain British acts
of parliament regulating sanitary matters.
The sanitary administration of England
(with the exception of London) is mainly
regulated by the provisions of the Public
Health Acts of 1875 and subsequent years.
Thesuperintendingaudcontrollingauthority
is the Local Government Board. The local
sanitary authorities are the county councils,
district councils, &c. The local authority,
however constituted, is armed with very ex-
tensive powers. To aid in the exercise of
these it must appoint a medical officer, an in-
spector of nuisances, and in urban districts a

surveyor. As regards the health of a dis-
trict the local authority can ensure a due
supply of water, make and maintain sewers
and utilize sewage, provide for the cleansing
of streets, remove nuisances of every kind,
including those which arise from offensive
trades, prevent overcrowding in common
lodging- and other houses, and enforce a
supply of proper privy accommodation. It
can close dwellings unfit for human habita-
tion, and if the owner neglects to put them
in a proper state can do so at his expense.
It can compel the cleansing of houses in
which there is infectious disease, and estab-
lish temporary hospitals for sufferers from
it. For these and many other purposes con-
nected with the health of the community it
can levy rates and raise loans. The act of
1875 has been supplemented by others deal-
ing with water-supply, the removal of nuis-
ances, the pollution of rivers, the injurious
effects of the vapours from alkali works, the
provision of public burial-grounds, compul-
sory vaccination, and the adulteration of
food and drugs, with the appointment of
public analysts. For special classes of the
community there are the act of 1878 consoli-
dating and amending the laws relating to
factories and workshops, the measures regu-
lating labour in mines and bakehouses, the
sections of the Merchant Shipping Acts re-
garding the health of sailors at sea and their
housing on land, the Canal Boats Act, and
a series of measures for the improvement of
the dwellings of artisans and labourers in
towns, especially the acts of 1878 and 1885.
For Scotland the chief sanitary enactment
is the Public Health (Scotland) Act of 1867.
The supreme controlling authority is now
the Local Government Board, and the local
sanitary authority is the town or county
councils. For Ireland the chief sanitary
enactment is the Public Health Act (Ire-
land) of 1878, which is framed on the lines
of the English act of 1875. The controlling
authority is the Irish Local Government
Board. The local sanitary authority is
either the town council or one of three
bodies of commissioners created by previous
acts of parliament.
Public-houses.   See Inn and License.
Publicist, a term orignially applied to a
writer on international law, now used in
England to denote a writer on current poli-
tics.
Public Library.   See Library,
Public Prosecutor, an onicial charged
with the prosecution of all criminal offences.